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AFGHAUNISTAUN. 125

south-west, runs between it and Belochistaun. On
the west, indeed, it slopes gradually down to the
desart ; and, on the north-west, it loses its appearance
of elevation before the Paropamisan mountains. The
table-land of Kelaut ought perhaps to be considered
as a continuation of that I have just described ; but
the low country, extending to the desart, and the
valley of Bolaun, so nearly divide them, that it will
be convenient to treat them as separate. The Af-
ghauns have no general name for their country ; but
that of Afghaunistaun, which was probably first em-
ployed in Persia, is frequently used in books, and is
not unknown to the inhabitants of the country to
which it applies. I shall, therefore, use it in future
to express the country of which I have just de-
scribed the limits. As much of the Afghaun country
as lies to the west of the parallel of Mookkoor, in
long. 68° 30/, is included in the celebrated and ex-
tensive province of Khorassaun. The remaining part
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The origin of the name of Afghaun, new so generally applied to
the nation, I am about to describe, is entirely uncertain ; but is, pro-
bably, modern. It is known to the Afghauns themselves only through
the medinm of the Persian hngulﬂv. Their own name for their
nation is Pomhmon.; in the plu.rul.. Pooshtauneh. The Berdooran-
nees pronounce this word Pookhtauneh ; whence the name of Pitan,
bj which the Afghauns are known in India, Ty prol:u.b.l: be
derived.

The Arabs call them Solimaunee ; but, whether from their pos-
sessing the mountains of Solimaun from the name of some chief who
may have headed them, when first invaded by the Arabs, or from
some circumstance connected with their supposed descent from the
Jews, is entirely uncertain. They have no general name for . their
own country ; but sometimes apply the Persian one of Afghaumistaun.
Doctor Leyden has mentioned the name of Pooshtoonkhau, as bear-
ing this sense; but I never heard it uwsed. The term Sirhud is
sometimes made use of, but excludes the plains on the esstern side of
the range of Solimaun ; and is, in fact, nothing more than the Persian
word for a cold country. The name most generally applied to the
whole country by its inhabitants is Khorassaun ; but this appellation
is obviously incorrect.  For, on the one hand, the whole of the AF
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