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Tunnelling towards the light (A poem for those living Y-+ +years hence(
Free as butterflies,
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Light hearted and cheerful.
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You wander as you please,
Qs O Qs el Ll
In that land of light
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How lucky you are
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To live where neither race- colour
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Nor sex- colour means anything !
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Unlike the people of my time,
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You are sane ;
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And for that reason
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I’'m tunnelling towards the light ,
(il she Ko len
bringing you a message
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from this dark mad house
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don’t call it “world ’!

**k * %%

Guagd laald aby — (e aly
this unquiet, restless domain,
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not yet illuminated
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by the flame of justice
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The message | bring
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Is not a happy one
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It's about un bearable pain and suffering.
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But where to begin
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the sorrowful litany?
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In my day —alas-
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It was as easy
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To cut down shoots of love and happiness
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as to stifle hope in eager hearts
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From this quagmire | come,
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smeared with blood-soaked filth
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My mind is unhinged,
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And I'm sick of smell of blood
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It's hard to stay human
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In such a morass,
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To avoid prejudice and bigotry,
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To keep your hands clean,
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When you have to sit weeping

)R e usla Al 8 a0 8 )
By freedom’s coffin,
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Or watch nightingales drown
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in a river of blood.
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Listen you people who wander the land of light, listen !
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In gratitude for your fine cities,
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In gratitude for your freedom
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From war and bigotry ,
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In gratitude for each pleasant moment
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Of your fruitful lives, listen !
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You men and women
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Are like harmless swallows,
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Drunk on innocent love ;
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And if stony grief
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Breaks a single fragile heart,
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Consolation flows from every quarter ;
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No cheek is bruised
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by the slap of discrimination ;

no green branch is sawn off by tyranny,
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no buds are stripped
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by the indifferent wind ;
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and only blood- red wine is spilled.
In gratitude for so many blessings, listen !

Listen to my cry of anguish !
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I’'m tunnelling towards the light,
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Hoping that my voice will echo
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at your great banquet ,
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though you know nothing of my troubles.
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| cry out from the heart of darkness
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That I'm sick of this cannibal age,
that my spirit is aching for human misery.
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When | see people murder each other,
When | see this earth deluged in blood.
| work from dusk till dawn,
energetic and dedicated as a skilled jeweller,
cutting gems for to morrow’s ring
You who travel in the land of light,
You who dwell in the land of happiness,
Enjoy that lovely land which is so very far from us ;
Enjoy your pleasant wine and your bright, colourful morning.
)This poem originated from a Persian poem

by M.l. Negargar via his own English translation)
Arthur McHugh V£Trinity Road Sutton Coldfield West Midlands
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